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Most important news: Janek Mäggi is the new president of FMJD.
In the General Assembly in Tallinn, Estonia, 27 federations were present or represented from which 25 with voting right.

A large number of new council members was elected: the new president of FMJD is Janek Mäggi from Estonia, the new treasurer Aare Harak from Estonia, the new secretary Yuriy Chertok from Russia, who will be assisted by an FMJD bureau to be created in Ufa. The new Tournament director Youth is Daniele Macali from Italy.

A change in the statutes was made to create the new Executive Council function “International Relations Manager” in which former president Harry Otten was elected. Also the president of the medical committee, Oumar Thiero became member of the council.
The Players committee, consisting of Jean-Marc Ndjofang, Natalia Sadowska, Alexey Chizhov, Viktoria Motrichko and Yuriy Anikeev, was presented to the General Assembly. President of this committee will be Jean–Marc Ndjofang. By this committee Jean-Marc Ndjofang and Natalia Sadowska are chosen as members in the council representing the male and female players.

The following decisions were made and proposals were accepted and announcements were made

· 7 new federations have been accepted as new member of FMJD: Indonesia, Cyprus, Aruba, Iran, Ethiopia, Rumania, Bonaire. FMJD now has 71 member federations.
· The request for IOC recognition is ready and will be sent to the IOC in the week after the General Assembly
· Due to the inactivity of the Ethics Committee a new committee will be chosen the coming months. The General Assembly decided to appoint Bert Bakhuis, a Dutch lawyer and draughts player as new president. Mr. Bakhuis has defended FMJD in several cases the last years. The other members of the committee will be elected by an e-vote in the coming months.

· The General Assembly confirmed the decision of the FMJD council to end the cooperation with the composers committee CPI. The committee did not support the council as became clear from a long history of conflicts for which the committee demanded from the FMJD council to solve it. Neither the committee, nor the involved federations of Russia and Belarus were able to solve the major conflict arising from the Personal World Championship 64 2012-2013.  The committee cannot use the FMJD logo and cannot give FMJD titles any more. If in the coming years the composers community succeeds in creating an organisation with general support in the composers world and without continuing conflicts, FMJD might consider to recognize such an organisation somewhere in the future.
· A proposal from the Players Committee and the FMJD Tournament Director was accepted for a new reserve procedure for the world championships international draughts men and women. The global reserve list will be formed from the players on top of the FMJD world cup classification and the FMJD rating list.
· The proposal of the USA federation was accepted that confederations without women championship may select a player for the Women’s world championship any way they like.

· It will be explicitly mentioned in the FMJD ethics code that the interpretation of technical rules about game and competition, as given in the Annexes 1 until 17, is not a subject to be treated by the ethics committee.
· The World Championship all categories 2019 will be played with 20 players. The qualification rules are the same as for the World Championship 2015, as may be seen in the FMJD annex 17, with the following exception: Europe will have 5 places instead of 7 and the other 2 places will go the highest classified players not yet qualified from the  World Cup and the FMJD rating list. 
· There will be a more flexible system for norms for the International Grandmaster and International Master title by which players have better possibilities to get a norm for these titles in a large Swiss system tournament.

· The Draughts arbiter software will be the official software for FMJD competitions. It is freely available for everybody. A licence can be obtained via a link on the FMJD website. 

· A proposal was accepted for a new procedure by which the federations have to request an international title.

· The General Assembly accepted the proposal that fees will have to be paid for international titles and for rating services if the tournament reports are not sent to the FMJD in the correct form. 

· A proposal of the players committee was accepted to develop into the direction of a new time schedule for official events: 90 min for the first 45 moves, followed by 30 min for the rest of the game with an addition of 30 seconds starting from 46 th move. This brings back the period of time shortage. The year 2018 should be a year where the federations and tournament organizations, including World Cup events, are asked to experiment with this time schedule and the time schedule should be introduced in all official FMJD competitions starting the year 2019.  The General Assembly agreed that at the end of 2018 the players committee, the Tournament Director and the Technical Committee come together to define the exact time schedule to be used, based on the experiences in 2018.

